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Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, Dana Haverman from my home
State of Florida is frightened.

Despite the fact that she got her first
job at age 15, despite the fact that she
worked continuously her entire adult
life, despite the fact that at age 60 she
lost a long-time job because of this
country’s economic downturn, despite
the fact that she has been looking for
a job every day and has not found one,
despite all these facts, this Congress
has failed to extend emergency unem-
ployment insurance that would give
her and thousands of Floridians a little
bit of help in paying their electricity
and water bills until they find their
next job.

Mr. Speaker, let us vote today to ex-
tend relief deserved by America’s job
seekers.

Mr. Speaker, Dana Haverman from
my home State of Florida is fright-
ened.

———

EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT
COMPENSATION EXTENSION ACT

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
I and a number of our colleagues in the
House asked for unanimous consent to
bring up H.R. 3824, the Emergency Un-
employment Compensation Extension
Act, for a simple up or down vote. Time
and time again, we were denied that
simple vote.

Mr. Speaker, poll after poll shows us
that Independents, Republicans, and
Democrats support at least a 3-month
extension of unemployment insurance.
We continue to be in dereliction of our
duty every day we let this critical life-
line to our long-term jobless friends
and neighbors expire.

Last week, I met with two New York-
ers from my district who paid into this
program for years, and they are
shocked, as am I, Mr. Speaker, that
elected officials in Washington con-
tinue to sit idly by without supporting
them.

A simple up or down vote, that is all
we are asking for, Mr. Speaker. Let’s
pass this critical lifeline; let’s do what
is fair and just; and let’s get back to
the business of growing jobs and our
economy.

———
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SAFE CLIMATE CAUCUS

(Mr. POCAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to be a part of the Safe Climate
Caucus and to speak on the urgent
need to take action on climate change.

The effects of climate change are un-
deniable, and their consequences are
unavoidable without action, which
means action by Congress.
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In my home State of Wisconsin,
farmers could face more pests and
widespread disease from higher humid-
ity and warmer winter temperatures.
Ice fishermen are already mnoticing
fewer days they can be out on our ice-
covered lakes. By 20565, winters in Wis-
consin are expected to be 7 to 9 degrees
warmer, and by the middle of the cen-
tury, extreme heat in Wisconsin, which
is responsible for more deaths in my
State than any other natural disaster
combined, will be more prevalent, with
up to a month more of 90-degree-plus
days.

These types of dramatic shifts must
be met with equally big changes in our
behaviors. We must continue to push
for alternatives to fossil fuels like oil
and coal. We must reduce our emis-
sions and accurately assess their true
costs, and we must boost our energy ef-
ficiency by investing in clean energy
manufacturing for our environment
and for our jobs.

———

SYRIA

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
as one of two congressional representa-
tives to the United Nations, I rise to
recognize and talk about the continued
human suffering in Syria.

According to the United Nations,
there are over 2 million registered refu-
gees from Syria, including 1.4 million
children. Last September, the United
Nations Security Council urged Syria
to take immediate steps to grant aid
organizations full access to conduct re-
lief operations. Yet, today, there are
reports that the government continues
to block aid to victims desperately in
need of relief, causing needless hunger
and suffering among Syria’s civilian
populations. These actions are not just
an offense against our conscience; they
are also offenses against international
law and United Nations’ obligations.

As world leaders gather next week in
pursuit of a political solution, we must
hold all parties to the Syrian conflict
accountable and find a negotiated set-
tlement to ending this crisis once and
for all through the hard work of diplo-
macy.

I am proud that the United States is
the leading donor of humanitarian aid,
and I am pleased that the omnibus bill
we passed yesterday included increased
funding to support our ongoing human-
itarian response.

———

PASS UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to say that we are, in fact, our
brothers’ and sisters’ keeper, and I
want to debunk the terrible definition
and description of some 1.3—mow 1.9—
million unemployed Americans.

I reject the theory that they only sit
around for unemployment and will not
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look for a job unless they are not get-
ting unemployment insurance when ev-
erybody knows that the requirements
of emergency unemployment insurance
require individuals to look for work.
For everyone I have spoken to, includ-
ing learning the story of a woman in
New York who is 58 years old and who
has looked for work over and over and,
likewise, is desperate and devastated
because she is not able to provide the
bare minimum, I have introduced H.R.
3888.

I ask my colleagues to join me in leg-
islation that will target and train the
chronically unemployed, that will pro-
vide their unemployment insurance
and that will give them a stipend for
emerging industry training. I say to
my Republican colleagues: if you are
interested in jobs, jobs, jobs, join this
legislation; but right now, today, let’s
stay here and vote on unemployment
insurance for the millions of Ameri-
cans who have contributed and shed
their blood—many of them veterans,
many of them willing to sacrifice. All
they need is a helping hand. Pass un-
employment insurance.

Where is our heart?

————
THE CITY OF ALPINE

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I am
sure every Member of Congress thinks
that his or her district is the most
beautiful, the most unique of all, but
the 23rd District in Texas is about 24
percent of the land area of Texas—it is
a huge, huge area. I would like to high-
light in 1 minute parts of the 23rd, take
you around the 23rd in 1 minute. I
think it is appropriate to start with
the city of Alpine, my hometown.

Alpine is the county seat of Brewster
County, which is the largest county in
Texas. It is the home of Sul Ross State
University. Sul Ross has more national
rodeo championships than any other
college or university in the Nation, and
it is the birthplace of the National
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association. If
you have the opportunity, look up
Brewster County. Liook up Alpine.

I am thinking about Alpine a lot as I
go home this weekend to address the
Chamber of Commerce for my first
time as a Member of Congress, and I
am so looking forward to being home
in the highest, tallest peaks of west
Texas.

——————

HONORING THE LIVES OF THREE
NAVY SAILORS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. FARR) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the lives of the Navy sailors
who were tragically killed in last
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